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ABSTRACT
The aim with this study has been to show how men and women with immigrant backgrounds are portrayed in Swedish so called “immigrant films” from the year 2000. Those questions I worked on the basis of is: How are men and women with immigrant background portrayed in the immigrant films from the year 2000? Which stereotypes can be found? Have it occurred some changes in how men and women with immigrant background have been portrayed in Swedish films? I have implemented text analyses of five films - Jalla! Jalla! of Josef Fares, Before the storm of Reza Parsa, Wings of glass of Reza Bagher, The new country of Geir Hansteen Jörgensen and Bastards in paradise of Luis R. Vera - in order to reply the questions. The text analyses are done on the basis of theories about gender, ”race” and ethnicity. The theories are taken from various persons such as Anthony Giddens, Yvonne Hirdman, Laura Mulvey, Paulina de los Reyes, Charles Ramírez Berg and Stuart Hall. I have also compared the films with the aid of Rochelle Wright’s study of immigrant characters on Swedish films from the years 1970 to 1990 in order to see if it has occurred some changes in how men and women with immigrant background have been portrayed in Swedish films. 

The analyses have shown that despite that the films from the year 2000 are directed by persons with an immigrant background, the films in general portray immigrants on the basis of coarse stereotypes. The most dominant features in the stereotypes are that these, irrespective of gender, are formed as different and as a part in a family group. Men with immigrant backgrounds are furthermore produced as childish, violent inclined, aggressive and as oppressing towards women. The women with immigrant backgrounds are in general produced as awkward, powerless, isolated, ignorant victims and as subordinated towards men. Those films that partial deviates, and that thereby proves to have some changes compared with earlier films, are Before the storm and The new country. In Before the storm one can find that the sex role has been restructured. The man with immigrant background is subordinated towards women, at the same time as he is portrayed as a common individual. In The new country, the men with immigrant backgrounds are also portrayed in more positive ways. Although the men generally are produced as coarse stereotypes, this seems to be revised in a noticeable way. The stereotypes is revised through that the filmmaker gives the immigrants deepened properties that are unpredictable during the film. The immigrants are also assigned with a logic that contributes to that the spectators now can get access to see men with an immigrant backgrounds from another perspective, beyond the narrow-minded stereotype picture.
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